Symbolizing Theme Final

Language Arts I 


As we draw this semester to a close, it’s time for you to reflect on the reading you have done and how these pieces connect with a common theme, along with further research to extend that theme.  

The Task:

1.  CONNECT:  You will identify one universal theme that is developed over three pieces of text (fiction, nonfiction, poetry, or drama) you have read this semester.  One must be fiction, and one must be nonfiction.  The third piece is your choice.  

a. You can choose from all class readings (short stories, poems, Dorothea Lange photos, Studs Terkel excerpts, and the class novel) and your independent reading selections.  You will also do additional research to find a third text that fits your theme.  Consider:
· Newspaper and magazine articles
· Song lyrics
· Poetry
· Political cartoons
· Photographs
· Art pieces:  paintings, collages, sculptures
2. CREATE:  You will then make a project or piece of “art” that symbolizes this theme.  Some possible ideas for art pieces:
· Drawing
· Music
· Video/film
· Sculpture
· Poetry
· Photography
· Acting/body language
· Collage
· Clothing
· Masks or makeup
· *If you have another idea, just run it by me!
a. Artistic skill is not a requirement!  It’s about using the art to communicate an idea.
b. Projects must show your original touch.  So, if you use found images (clip art, google images, etc.), you must manipulate or add to them in a way that is unique to you!
c. No prezis or powerpoints, please.
d. Cite any found images or work that you’ve used in your Works Cited page.
3. WRITE:  Accompanying your art, you must write paragraphs that explain the following:
a. What your piece of “art” tries to communicate about the texts (Symbolic elements make for a stronger score.), AND
b. What your piece tries to communicate about the theme from the literature.
i. For an “A”, you will write one coherent essay about the theme, its representation in the art, and each body paragraph addressing a piece of literature=3 body paragraphs.
ii. For a “B”, you will write 3 different paragraphs, each one addressing how the theme is represented in the literature, as well as the connection to the art piece.
iii. For a “C” you will write 2 different paragraphs, each one addressing how the theme is represented in the literature, as well as the connection to the art piece.
iv. For a “D” you will write 1 paragraph to address the theme, its representation in the literature, as well as the connection to the art piece.
c. Written paragraphs should be very specific, including quotes and references to specific plot events and literary elements in the literature that develop the theme, and they should include specific elements from your art that symbolize the theme.
d. Submit your written work to Turnitin.com by Monday, Jan. 16, by 11:59 PM!!!!  Turn in a hard copy to the teacher before you begin your presentation.  If you one for the presentation, make one for yourself, too.
4. PRESENT:  After you have created your art and written your paragraphs, you will present them during class in the week of finals.  Your presentation should do the following:
a. It should last 3-5 minutes.  
b. Explain your theme, how it’s represented in the art piece and how it comes from the three pieces of literature.  You should provide quoted examples from all three pieces of literature.
c. BE PREPARED to present Tuesday, January 10th, READY or NOT.  No late work for Final Presentations!!
5. CITE:  Include a Works Cited page with your paragraphs, as well as properly cited quotes in your paragraphs.
This project will be graded using the rubric on the back, and this 100 point score will be part of your FINAL, SO MAKE IT GREAT!  You will also have a final CDA that tests your literary analysis skills on a new piece of reading.  
Both the CDA and project are worth 20% of your overall grade in this class.
Learning Targets:

Determine a theme and analyze its development over the course of a text  2.1a

Use notetaking strategies to make connections within and across…texts 2.2e

Prepare and develop a well-organized presentation and use a visual to enhance and add interest  ELA  1.1d and 1.1f
Integrate information from different sources to research and complete a project.  4.1a
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Symbolizing Theme Final Project Planner

Name: _____________________________________ Period: ________
	Readings
	Main ideas/themes that I recall
	Other readings with same themes?
	What symbolic art could I make?

	“Salvador Late or Early”

	
	
	

	“Interlopers”


	
	
	

	“Mending Wall”


	
	
	

	“Indian Education”


	
	
	

	“The Scarlet Ibis”


	
	
	

	Photos by Dorothea Lange


	
	
	

	Hard Times excerpts by Studs Terkel


	
	
	

	Of Mice and Men


	
	
	

	“To a Mouse”


	
	
	

	Independent books from this semester only


	
	
	

	Researched sources:

Newspaper articles, poems, stories, films, music?
	
	
	


Name:
Period:

Symbolizing Theme Final, Language Arts 1
	Standards
	
	
	
	

	Areas of Assessment
	Exceeds:  
	Proficient:  
	Partially Proficient:  
	Unsatisfactory:  

	Research

And Preparation

· Resources

· Deadlines

· Use of Time

· In-text Citations

· Works Cited

20 points


	· Used a variety of challenging, reliable, and appropriate resources:  at least 3
· Practiced to present 3-5 min.

· Used preparation time well and extended preparation outside of class
· Cited sources in-text correctly 

· Works Cited page done correctly and includes all sources


	· Used several reliable, appropriate resources:  at least 3
· Practiced to present slightly less than 3 minutes or longer than 5

· Used preparation time well in class
· Cited sources in-text with minor mistakes or omissions

· Works Cited page done with few mistakes or omissions


	· Used minimum number of resources for basic information:  at least 2
· Presented very briefly or too long

· Spent minimal time on preparation in class
· Cited sources in-text with several mistakes or omissions

· Works Cited page done with serious mistakes or omissions


	· Used few resources:  1
· Didn’t meet all deadlines

· Spent little time on preparation

· Provided incomplete credits in-text
· No Works Cited page

	Content

· Organization

· Theme
· Analysis

· Evidence

30 points


	· Used logical, easy-to-follow order

· Covered theme with outstanding analysis of texts

· Used appropriate evidence and examples from each text

	· Used easy-to-follow order

· Covered theme with appropriate analysis of texts 

· Used sufficient evidence and examples from most texts

	· Used order that was confusing at times

· Covered topic with analysis of texts

· Used some evidence and examples from some texts

	· Used hard-to-follow order

· Omitted important text analysis and theme
· Used little evidence and few examples



	Creative/Visual Elements

· Audience Appeal

· Effectiveness

· Effort

20 points


	· Were highly interesting, easy to see and understand

· Communicated main ideas clearly and symbolically

· Showed outstanding effort and originality


	· Were interesting, easy to see and understand

· Communicated main ideas clearly

· Showed effort and some originality
	· Were somewhat interesting

· Generally supported main ideas

· Showed fair effort and little original creative work of your own
	· Were messy, disorganized, hard to understand

· Didn’t support main ideas

· Showed little effort

· No original work of your own

	Written Elements

· Mechanics
· Evidence
· Analysis

20 points
	· Had few errors

· Supported main ideas with rich details

· Quotes texts often

· Explains and analyzes insightfully

· Explains each piece of text and art
	· Had some errors

· Supported main ideas with details

· Quotes each text

· Explains points and analyzes

· Explains two pieces of text and/or art


	· Had several errors

· Weakly supported main ideas

· Quotes a few texts

· Explains some points

· Explains one piece of text and/or art
	· Had many errors

· Didn’t support main ideas

· No quotes

· No explanation

· Explains one piece of text or art



	Oral Presentation

· Delivery
· Eye Contact

10 points


	· Spoke audibly and expressively

· Maintained excellent eye contact with whole class, not just the teacher
	· Spoke audibly 

· Maintained good eye contact


	· Could develop more expression

· Some eye contact


	· Was difficult to hear

· Little or no eye contact



	Total:                  /100          **This percent will be part of 20% of your final grade in this class!


