Freshman Independent Reading Book Talk






The objective of this book talk is to demonstrate your understanding of your reading and your practice with independent analysis through a discussion with your peers.  
Task:  

1. Read your book  
2. Prepare for your book talk as it relates to the criteria/questions listed below.  You must answer these questions prior to the book talk date to get full credit.
3. In addition, you should select 3 quotes/passages that deal with the central message of the book or something that speaks to you  or deals with the literary elements in the story.  
You should bring to the discussion the following:

· A copy of the book,

· Your notes/answers to questions,

· And the passages clearly marked.

Questions to answer before book talk:
Setting:

1. When and where does the story take place?

Conflict and Resolution:

2. What’s the main conflict of the story, and how is it resolved?
Characters:

3. Who are the main characters?  Describe them briefly.  How do they change by the end of the book?
Literary Devices:
4. What literary devices do you notice being used in the book (such as symbolism, foreshadowing, poetic elements, imagery, irony, tone)?  

Themes:

5. What social issues did you find in reading the book?  
6. Write a theme statement about the book.
Grading:


· Completed reading and questions well (30 points in formative category)
· Partner’s and Teacher’s Evaluation (30 points in summative)
ACE Rubric

Answer—Cite Evidence--Explain
	ADVANCED

14-15 points
	· Answers the question accurately, insightfully and completely

· Cites enough specific evidence to support and illustrate the answer

· Explains ideas and reasoning 

· is organized, logical, and complete

	PROFICIENT

12-13
	· Answers the question accurately and completely

· Cites some details to support the answer

· may include some general explanation of ideas

· is mostly organized 

	PARTIALLY PROFICIENT

8-11
	· Answers the question accurately or nearly accurately

· details are general, skimpy, or missing

· doesn’t adequately explain thinking

· is somewhat unclear and disorganized



	UNSATIS-

FACTORY

0-7
	· has a wrong or incomplete answer

· does not include specific details

· does not explain thinking

· doesn’t make sense


Don’t forget to bring three marked passages and your book!!!!
