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Language Arts I

 Independent Reading

One of the most important lifelong skills is reading.  To be a lifelong reader is to be a lifelong learner.  Continued reading makes you a better writer and also expands and enhances your vocabulary.  With that in mind, you will have the opportunity build reading habits by spending some time reading independently every day.  A few things to keep in mind:
· It is your responsibility to make sure you are prepared with a good book every day.  That book needs to come with you into the classroom every day and leave with you every day so that it is available to you for classroom reading and out-of-class reading.
· Credit will not be given for books that are never brought to class.
· You do not have to finish every book you start.  Life is too short, and there are too many good books out there to keep reading a book you don’t enjoy.

· On the other hand, you need to read at least one book by midterm, and then you will participate in a Partnered Book Talk on a designated day.  You will receive a handout later with more details.

· Also, be prepared to reflect on your reading in your learning journal on a weekly basis.

· Make sure you update the Reading Record on the reverse side of this page every Friday, and get it signed.  If you are absent on Friday, get it signed on the first day you return.  Doing this is part of the grade.

Grading for Independent Reading

Signed Contract

___/5 points

Pages


___/100 points, as follows:

100 points
900 pages


95 points
800 pages


85points
700 pages


75 points 
600 pages


65 points
500 pages 


You can earn substantial extra credit (up to 20 points if you read 1,400 pages) by reading more than 900 pages. 

Reading Record

___/15 points

TOTAL

___/120 points

It’s time to make a commitment.  Based on the number of pages you have read so far this term, the amount of time you have to read, and your goal for your semester grade, please complete this contract. 

I, _______________________________, have set my reading goal for ______ pages this semester.    Date:______________

