
Favorite Poem Essay
English 1 B
Assignment:
Since poetry is such a personal thing, I want you to be able to practice our reading and interpreting skills with a poem that you like, so I have provided a lengthy list of poets from which you can choose.  After you have found a new favorite poem from one of the poets on the list, you will be writing a series of paragraphs about the poem.  Then, we will combine these paragraphs into an essay—4 paragraphs.  A literary analysis essay is a Freshman English B requirement, and I hope you will find that writing about a personally enjoyable poem will make this task easier.  The poets on the attached list use rich poetic devices within their poems which lend themselves well to analysis.  So, pick a great poem!  No Poe or Silverstein or Chicken Soup for the Soul poetry.  Nothing from middle school or what we’ve studied in class!  Only published, well-known authors.  Choose wisely!
Procedure:

1. Select a poem from the attached list.
2. TPCASTT it completely, very completely.  This will make writing your essay easy!
3. Write an introductory paragraph that introduces:  (this paragraph is not TS, CD, CM, CM, etc.)
a. Open with a great hook/lead

b. Introduce the title and

c. author of the poem and

d. then summarizes or paraphrases (in your own words) what literally happens in the poem (not what the poem means or signifies, just what it actually says)

e. end with your thesis; make sure to include the ideas of poetic device, tone and how they help communicate the theme
4. Write a second paragraph (your first body paragraph) that identifies poetic devices used in the poem (figurative language, sound devices, and imagery) that create strong interpretive meaning in the poem.  To do this paragraph you must include the following: (MUST be TS, CD, CM, CM, CS format)
a. At least 3 small quoted parts of the poem as details (no more than five words for each in-text citation!)
b. Identify what poetic device each example represents (example:  “He fought like a lion” is a simile.)

c. Explain what meaning you get from each example and how it helps develop or support the theme (example:  This simile creates a powerful sense of the man’s strength because we associate lions with being rulers of the animal kingdom.)

5. Write a third paragraph (your second body paragraph) that identifies the tone of the poem and its theme.  To do this paragraph you must include the following: (MUST be TS, CD, CM, CM, CS format)
a. Identify the tone (example:  it’s a sad poem.)

b. Give at least three examples of phrases that establish that tone (example:  “woeful,” “mourning,” and “lament” all give this sad tone).

c. Explain how the examples establish this tone, and

d. State the theme of the poem.

6. Write a fourth paragraph to conclude your essay that responds to the poem in a new light, and how this poem is important. (this paragraph is not TS, CD, CM, CM, etc.)
a. Start by restating the thesis.
b. End with the same hook/lead strategy you used to begin your essay
c. explain how the hook/lead connects to the theme
E.O. 2.1.a: Determine a theme and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details

E.O. 2.1 e.ii: Use literary terms to describe and analyze selections

E.O.3.3.a: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing
E.O.3.3.c: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
Poems/Poets From Which to Choose:
“A Lemon”, “Book of Twilight”



Pablo Neruda

“Dream Variations”, “I, Too, Sing America” 

Langston Hughes

“Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard”

Thomas Grey

“Homecoming”





Julia Alvarez

“I Ask My Mother to Sing”



Li-Young Lee

 “Morning Glory”




Naomi Shihab Nye

 “Phantom Limbs”




Anne Michaels

“Saturday’s Child”




Countee Cullen

“The Darkling Thrush”




Thomas Hardy
“The Sound of the Sea”




Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

“Walking Distance”




Debra Allbery

“I Am Offering this Poem”



Jimmy Santiago Baca

 “The Twelve”





Aleksandr Blok

“To Urania”





Joseph Brodsky

“Love is”





Nikki Giovanni

“We Grow Accustomed to the Dark”


Emily Dickinson
“Twelfth Song of Thunder”



Anonymous – Navajo Traditional
“Oranges”





Gary Soto

“Chicago”





Carl Sandberg

***Most any poem from Poetry 180:  A Poem A Day for American High Schools   http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/ or Poetry Foundation.org:  http://www.poetryfoundation.org/ would work also!
***Other authors to choose from:  Billy Collins, Joy Harjo, Leslie Marmon Silko, Maya Angelou, Dorothy Parker, Mary Oliver, Ranier Maria Rilke, Esther Belin.  Ask me to look at your poem, if you aren’t sure.  Basically, it has to be long enough and rich enough to analyze!
Your Name:




Period:  _____




Poetry Essay Rubric
	Standards
	6

approaching
	7

meets
	8

capable
	9-10

exceeds

	
	
	
	
	

	Theme:  I can write a universal theme statement (EO 2.1.a)
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Thesis:  I can make a precise claim. This claim is one sentence and is located at the end of the introductory paragraph. My claim sufficiently answers the prompt and established my purpose: to analyze the poem (EO 3.2.a.i)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Analysis:  I can identify how my poem is shaped by its specific details. I identify the literary elements present in the poem and then explain how they work to develop the theme, purpose or message of the poem (EO 2.1.a)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Embedded quotations/Evidence:  I can smoothly embed quotes into my own sentences.  Three quotations are used to defend my argument in each paragraph. The quotations are smoothly embedded into my own sentences. I do not always quote entire sentences or lines. My quotes are well chosen to defend my topic sentences. My topic sentences are focused on developing the ideas in my thesis (EO 3.2.a.i)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Organization:  I can write a TS, CD, CM, CM etc. paragraph.  My essay includes an introduction, body and conclusion. My body paragraphs begin with a topic sentence and include three concrete details. Each body paragraph ends with a concluding sentence (EO 3.2)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Transitions:  I can use transitional words and phrases to connect ideas. Ideas are not introduced abruptly, but with sufficient context. My concluding sentences transition into the next paragraph (EO 3.2.a.iii)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Development of Ideas:  I can develop my argument.  My quotes are well chosen as they develop the ideas in my thesis statement and prove my argument.  My commentary is tightly connected to my thesis statement and helps the reader see the connections between my ideas. My argument is logical (EO 3.2.1.ii)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Conventions:  I can demonstrate correct use of grammar, punctuation, spelling and mechanics (EO 3.3.a)

	
	
	
	


This paragraph includes the “P” from your TPCASTT





This paragraph includes the “C” from your TPCASTT





This paragraph includes the “A”, “T” and “T” from your TPCASTT








